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OFFERS FOR THE MONTH 

Over 4, 000 Champions , 1946 - 52. Trying to reduce these 
(my selection) , good condition, at the amazing price of 
100 for £20 + post £2 . Worth at least £50~ All different . 
Some early Champions also from VoL 1, usual prices . 

50 as std . BFL' s , mainly good , £40 , 2 lots £70 + post . 
Nugget Library , price and condition as above , my 

selection . 
Magnets - reading copies, ma inly Salmons , 100 for £45 ; 
200 for £80. 
Gems as above . 

Lots of good copies , usual prices . Can offer most papers 
and comics , fair copies at reduced prices . 

"William" , a bibliography by Lofts and Adley , ready soon . 
Orders taken 1 £3 . 50 + pos t. 

Rupert Bibliography , reading - available £3 . 50 + pos t . 

Howard Baker Facsimiles and Book Club specials , sell 
like mad these day s , lis t s free . 

I did think of semi - retiring , some hopes~ Busier than 
ever' . Still buying and paying good prices . 

NORMAN SHAW 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

UPPER NORWOOD, LONDON, SE192HZ 

01 771 9857 

Nearest B .R. station - Crystal Palace 
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A WORD FROM THE SKIPPER 

cennennnn-...............- ==~...,~~~ =•1••n... 11 

WE'RE THERE~ 

"Somebod y's bi rthda y?' en qui red our joll y villag e postman, Bob, 
this morning, as he handed in another pile of letters. 

"Somebody 's four-hundredth~ " I t old him . 
"Ah~" said Bob , knowin gly . "A wonderful age~11 

When you' re twenty, it's difficult to look ahead and see yourself 
at fifty . And when you' re thirt y, it would be purpose less , discouraging, 
tempt ing fate, and pretty awful to ima gine what you will be like at sixty. 
In the same way, when Herbert Leckenb y posted off No . 1 of th i s 
magazine to subscr ibers 400 odd months ag o, it must have been quite 
be yond even his optimistic belief that one day the same magaz ine would 
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reach the magic figure of 400 . 
How very differen t was the Great Brit ain into which the Diges t 

wa s born from what it is t oday. Some things have chan ged for the better; 
some things ha ve chang ed for the sake of change; some thing s have 
changed for the worse . But it ' s all different . 

There were still ha'pennies {real ones) and shillings , and half 
crow n s , and money was still wort h somethin g. Families still went to the 
pac ked ci nemas . The Gaumon t British News was still introdu ced by that 
snatch from the inspiring "Marc h of the Movies" ¢ There was still a 
Great Weste rn Railwa y - The trams wer e st ill runnin g in London and 
Leeds , and Br itish public transport was the best in the world . The 
Lyons Te a Shops were st ill giving fine servi ce and va lue for money to 
the hun gry t ra veller , Th e Corner Houses p rovided comfort still , and 
exce ll en t meal s at sa ne prices , and the bottoml es s cup of lovely coffee 
(they kept fillin g it for you for a s long as you like d) cost a shilling , 
Metric nonsense was still a long way away . 

154 issu es of t he Diges r. bad passed into hi story when I fi rst 
occ upied rhe bum py editor ial chair . I had been supposed to take over 
fr om No. 157 1 and I was making leis urel y preparati ons. But Her bert 
l.eckenb y died suddenl y, so I was shot in at the deep end earlier th an I 
had expec ted . F org ive me if I' m mixing met aphors . Ir's the gran d and 
gloriou s feeling of the magic 400 that's sending me haywire . 

I t hink that I m ight have quailed , nearly twenty - one years ago 
had I been able t o look into t he future, for there ha ve been pr oblems at. 
times But God has been good to me , and the wonder of C .D . is thai it 
has never missed an issu e in t he thirty - three years of its existence . 
Tha t 's not a boas t . It's Jus t a lit tle prayer of thanks . 

Infla tion t erri ble like a forest fi re - has been the big wor ry of 
the las t dozen years . One glaring example tells it all . When the Digesr 
started , Herbe rt poste d off 240 copies, to be deli vered t he next. day for 
£1. T oday one can po st 8 for £1 with the same deli very promise (often 
pie - crust) wit h fourpence change . And with that fourpence change you 
can' t even buy a news paper (full of advert s) or a plain bun . 

The passing year s have br ought but li ttle chan ge to C .D . it self. 
It has always been devoted mainly to the lore and collec t ion of the old 
periodica l s we love d , t hough we often place them against a backclo th of 
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the events of the periods in whi ch they appe ared. 

The Digest is not a feas t of nos ta lgia , and was never int ended to 

be . In th e past few years nostalgia ha s become an add iction with many 

people . T he Digest does not rea lly ca ter for th em. 

Our magazine bas been susta ined down the ye ars by the s impl e 

love and ]loyalty of its rea ders all over the world . Though the regu lar 

pr oduction and disp atc h of the magazine has mean t a certain amount of 

self deni:3.1, making my eyes bleary and my scanty locks sca ntier and my 

bone s creakier and creakier as I .rise from the editoria l chai r, the 

affe ction of my readers has carrie d me along and the years have Just 

swept by. 
Plent y of our readers were in at the very beginning , when , to 

quote the bacd , they surely had "s hining morni ng face s" . Now, 400 

iss ues furt her on, still 4.uotmg i'he bard ; may be Lhey are ''bearded like 

t:be pard and full of strange oaths" , \Sounds as rhough they have been 

watchmg too many T . V . plays . ) 
So much for that And now back to bus iness . The next. time we 

put rhe fl ags out will be r1ext year when, God willing , we shall be 

celebra t lng our 35th birt hday our Coral Jubilee. fa the meantime, 

her e' s to you. And here's t o us , In Mr s . Mimble's ginger ~beer, of 

course . Those lovely stone bottles . 

GOOD BYE TO ETONS 

In the extract from Dann y's Diary tha t we publish thi s month , we 

are remrnded that it 1s ex actl y 50 year s since St . Jim 's abandone d t he 

familiar Eton sui t . It was really unlikel y for so momentous a chan ge to 

occur in mid -t erm . Greyfriars had made th e change at the st art of the 

same term , in January 1930 . 
The Magnet ga ined a grea t deal by t he change, for Shields put the 

boys intc, sc hool blazers - and Shie lds's boys in blazers lo oked fine . 

The Gem lo st by the change, for Macdonald put the boys into sports 

j acke to , and , rhoug b be had always been unsur pa ssed in draw ing boys in 

Etons, his St . Jim's fellows in spo rt s Jacke ts had less appeal. 

Though Hamil ton himself ret urned briefly to the Gem to pen the 

li tt le tale about the change of s chool attire, he had , down the years , had 

little to :5ay about t he attire of the boys. It was the arti sts who really led 
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us in our mind picture of th e character. Shields was , undoubtedly, right 
in putting Greyfriars into blazers. They would ce rtainly have bad school 
uniform blazers , and sports blazers, in addition. 

Tweed sports jackets, as depicted by Macdonald, were 
improbable for the uniform of a school like a. Jim's. 

It was Shields who gave Fisher T. Fish bis horn-rimmed glasses. 
It was Chapman, according to the general belief, who gave &mter bis 
unlikely check trousers . And it was Wakefield who, "1ite incorrectly , 
gave Mornington a monocle . On occasion, be did the same thing with 
Smythe . 

Some of the artists were careless at times, but they did a lot for 
our mental pictures of the characters. 

THE PRTNCE~ SNOWEE'S CORNER 

"Spring again~ A.nd I'm feeling rather bothered. That impudent 
Mrs. Blackbird had built her nest again in the honeysuckle beside our 
dining-room window, just out of my reach . Of course, my Mum doesn't 
let me touch birds . But I can sit in the window of the dining-room and 
tell Mrs. Blackbird in no uncertain terms what I think of her cheek. I 
expect, a little later, there will be five little perishers running round 
the ga r den , to say nothing of the occupants of two other nests there. 

Still, there have been some nice happenings. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wafer from Australia visited us. That Editor thinks they came to see 
him, but they were so charming to me , that I knew they really came to 
see me . 

Then a visit from my dear Uncle I.es Rowley. He was feeling 
sad . He had just moved house and left behlnd 23 lovely feline friends. 
They all belonged to his neighbours . He couldn't take them with him, 
of course, so could only say a tearful good-bye. I am sure they all miss 
him, but I sat on his lap and pirred to show my understanding of it all, 
and I think he cheered up." 

TAILPIECE . 

Snowee gets through a box of Munchies in about three weeks . 
The new box bears a large announcem e.nt : ''Discount Price . At least 2p 
off pre vious price." The old price 40p. The new price 39l•. Both 
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boxes fro,m the same supermarket . 

Who ' re the mugs ? 
THE EDITOR 

* ~ * * * * * * * * * T * * * ~ * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * 

DANNY'S DIARY 
APRIL 1.930 

The whole count ry has gone Mickey Mouse mad since sound 

came to film cart oons . Mickey seems as popular as Mary Pickford or 

Al Jolson. There are Mickey Mouse aprons, dusters , shirts, and dolls . 

Doug even bought a Mickey Mouse dusting doll for his girl fr iend, Heste r 

Tuff ee , to put on the sound arm of har gramo phone, so that M1ckey is 

dusting tbe record as it goes round and I'OUrtd. And when I said 

"Diddtun:s?" Doug cloui ed roe . 
The marvellous Magne t. gets mightie.c and mightier . A lovely 

month rherein , met hink s . The first story this month is "Duffer or Her, ; ~" 

which J s a sequel to the last story last ,non th , Coker is sen t to Cove ntr y 

for stopping some 1st Ele ve n men getting to Rookwood for the footba ll 

game. But Coker rescu es Bunter from the swollen river . Everybod y, 

knowing what an awful sw immer Coker 1s, thought he mus t ha ve been 

drowned .. But Coker , when he turns up after drying off in Mr . Joyce's 

cottage, is amazed at all the fuss . Afte r all , he knows that he is a 

splend id swi.cnmer . Grand fun . 
Next , a glorious sc ho ol story - "Who Hacked Hacker?" Some 

body has hack ed Hacker's sh in horr ibly and vanished v.rithout a clu e . It 

was in the dark . Fishy says he ' s not the culprit, and Bunter swears be 

know s nothing about it. So wbo did it, t hen ? 

Then two lovely stori es of the Easter vac, mainly at Whart on 

Lodge . In "The Myste ry of the Sll \'er Box", a man , who says he is Mr . 

Brown, asks Bunter to loo k after a silver box, in the woods. Bunter 

says he will car e for the box , and gives his name as Harry Wharton. 

And Sir Hilton Poppe r claims that his valet, Sugden, has stolen a 

valuable moons t one . And Whart on is startled by the attention he 

suddenly receives from a man called Judson . In the sequel "The 
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Miss ing Moonstone", t he whole thing is sorted out at last at Wharto n 
Lodge . Magnificently wri tte n stories . The Magnet is second to none . 

Cambridge won the Boat Race by two lengths , which pleased me , 
for I am a light blue fanatic . And on t he 13tb of the month , jus t in time 
for Eas te r Monda y, t he clocks went on an hour , and Summer Time began . 

St . Jim's has finished with Et ons . Greyfriars finished with the m 
in tbe middle of t he Courtfield Cracksman series in January . "E t on 
jacke t s" , said General Skewsome , "are now an anach ro nism . They 
sur vive, I belie ve , at the school where they origina ted . Do they survi ve 
elsewhere? I sa y wi th confidence , sir - no ~ Only at St . Jim ' s . " The 
story "Good - bye to Etons" is the first of the month in the Gem , and it is 
written by t he old wri ter of the St . Jim ' s ta les . His first for ages and 
ages . Not all that hot a t ale , but it seems ma rve llous after all the tri pe 
t he Gem has had , of late . 

But it was a flash in the pan . 
Next week broug ht "The Message in Morse" about an Italia n boy 

named Contari ni who is kidnapped with his fat he r . I thought Contarini 
had gone from St . Jim 's long ago. Then a farce comed y "Grundy , the 
Pro te ct or" , wi th a lot ab out the Spalding Hall girls . And fina lly "The 
Pb antom Motor - Boat" in which t he rowers in the sch ool eig ht are amazed 
when a ghostl y motor - boat dash es up and passes rig ht thro ugh them wit h
out harm

1 
and tben is gone . It ' s all an inven t ion of Glyn's . The War 

Office buys Glyn's invention for a large sum of mone y , so ma ybe Ram say 
Macdonald , the Prime Minister , will now give him a job in the gove rnmen t . 

The Cup Final took place at Wemble y before the King , and 
Arsenal beat Huddersfield by 2 - o . 

Princess Eli zabeth 9 the King's granddaughter , celebra ted her 
fourth birthday at Windsor Castle dur ing the month . 

In the Nelson Lee Librar y the long st ories about the detec t ive 
and his assistants ha ve been ''The Night Raider s" , "Without Trace" , 
PThe King of Kidnappers" , and "The Riddle of the Mine" , There is good 
news at the end of the mon t h. The St . F ra nk 1·s sto ries are coming back , 
wit h all the old characters . It seems that St. Frank 's has been rebuilt . 
It has gone up quick e r than a council house . 

On the 26t h of the month t he airship , Graf Zeppelin , cruised over 
London . and then went to Cardington. 
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At the pictures this month we have seen Barbara stanwyck in a 
thriller "'The Locked Door"; Betty Compson, Arthur Lake , Joe E. 
Brown, and Louise Fazenda in a nice musical "On With the Show". The 
latter bas some lovely tunes, including 1'Am I Blue?" Ken Maynard in 
"Senor Americana''; Norma Shearer and Basil Rathbone in ''The Last of 
Mrs . Chnyney" (Mrs. Cheyney is a society thief); and Ruth Chatterton 
and Lewis Stone in "Madame X" . All of these are talkies, though th.ere 
are silent versions of all except the musical film. 

The Popular is still slipping , I am sad to say . With t he lates t 
series of Rio Kid stories, the Kid has left the paper. It is a love ly 
se ries, in which a gunman named Slick Slinge r gets the Kid to aid him 
in getting~ a missing heir away from the Navajo Indians ) where the heir 
has lived since he was taken to the Indians as a baby . Slinge r secretly 
intends to murder the heir - but he ha s a change of hea rt at the end . 
The storiies are "The Peril Trail"; "The Prisoner of the Lost Valle y "; 
"A Life for a Life"; and "The Rio Kid ' s Ques t" . So good - which makes 
it all the sadder tha t the Kid has now gone ~ The Rookwood stories (with 
a new arj;ist) are alternating every ot her week with a farcical story of 
Calcroft Scho ol by Sidney Drew - and I hate Sidney Drew's stories . The 
long Fer :rers Locke tales continue , and I'm t i red of them . There is a 
Chin - wag page by the editor and a page by Willie Wangle . the boy wiz ard . 
For Greyfri ars the series is running about Loder becoming cap t ain in 
place of Winga te . 

Another change is that the chapters of all the tales are no longer 
numbered . They are just given titles . It's a change for no reason at all . 
Just irriitating . I wonder what 's going t o become of th e Popular . 

'I'wo lovely tales in the Schoolboys ' Own Libr ar y . "The 
Greyfriars Hypnotis t" (he is Vernon - Smith) , and "St . Jim's at Sea 11 

about some of the St. Jim's forms going to sea aboard the S. S . Condor , 
with Mr . Ratc li ff in charge . The best St . Jim 's tale I have read for 
years . 

At the end of the month the Aust ra lian cricketers, who are to 
play in the Te sts this summer , arrived. The main players are Woodfull , 
the captain, plus Don Bradm.an , Grimmett ., Oldfield, Ponsford, and 
McCabe . I hope it's a sunny summer for them . 
(EDITORIAL COMMENT . S. 0 , L. No . 121 1 "The Greyfriars Hypnotist" compTised a Red 
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Magnet of the same title from early in 191 1, plus a number of chapte.t'S from "Bravo , the 

Bounde r " , a Red Magnet of late 19 13. Actually the two ta les do not weld together all that 

well , owing to the best pax-t of two years which originally separated them , a pe r iod in which 

the charac te r of the Bounder had undergone some change . S, O . L. No , 122 1 "St. Jim's at 

Sea" comprised two quite delightful blue G ems from mid-1908 , entitled "St. Jim's at Sea" 

and "The School on the Steame r ". It was part of the Gem 's v ery first long se r ies . It shows 

how ha ph azard -was the editing of the S, O. L. , fol' the entire series comprised six blue Gems , 

a nd the others could - a nd shou ld - have been published in the S. 0 ., L., where it would hav e 

made three separate issues of the monthly book . As it was , there was a was te of excellent 

mater ia l.) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

f)LAKIANA 
Conduc ted by JOSIE PACK.MAN 

I a m happ y to say th at the Union Jack Mystery by Gordon Hudson has been c lear ed up. 

The b ac k pa ge of th e copy of Union Jac k No . 882 is the wrong one , I ch ecked it w ith my own 

copy wh ic h I hav e in « bound volume a nd discov ered the who le ot page 19 cont a:ined the r est 
of the F ighting Scot inst a lment . One of our kind rea. de't'S has off ered to do a photo- copY from 

his own issue a nd wi ll let me hav e it to l'ep la c e the wrong page , I will then le t Gor don hav e 

it to r ea d . The ser ia l cont inues qu ite CO'f'i.'ec tl y in U. J. No. 883 . 

Princess Snowee 's Corne r is a s inte r est ing a s usual. All our ca ts hav e the ir own little 

fancies . My Bebe li kes to sit as nea r t o my typew ri te r a s possible without ac tu a ll y st opp in g 

me from working , j ust to m.a ke a few ett o:rs. 

THE NAME'S THE SAME or the Name Game by John Bridgwa ter 

Travelling about one sometimes comes acr os s an unfamiliar 
name which arouses sufficient interes t t o prompt a visit t o the local 
reference library . But to reall y st imula te the imagina t ion one has t o 
find a very familiar name relat ed t o some thing quite differen t to tha t 
which it is normall y associa ted in one's mind . 

The Blake Saga con tains a weal th of names , some of which the 
reader never expec t s t o find in rea l life . Howeve r , some of the unlikel y 
ones do ex ist and in circumstances which arouse quite intr iguing 
speculations . Following the advice of the TV advertisemen t the other 
day I too k a "finge r str oll" through the Yellow Pages and what: did I find? 
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Why , Captain Dack has retired from the sea and taken up farming, a 
certain Miss Hardield does interior decora ting design now and a 
gentleman named Kes tre l hires out transport . Here is food for the 
imaginatron . other namesakes of Blake's adversaries I have noticed 
are :- A Mr . Reece in the ins urance broking business rubbing shoulders 
with a M1t' . Smith running a deli ver y service and another doing 
excavations (or ar e they one and t he same) . A really unexpected one is 
Waldo putting on magic shows and cabaret turns, also hiring out fancy 
dress in between shows . Mor e familiar ones can be equally thought 
provoking . How about doing your shopping in a store run by G. M . 
Plummer? I wonder what sort of cakes Gilbert and Eile en Hale would 
turn out . I would certainly love to be sold a camera by Dirk Dolland . 
I found the real gem of my li ttle collecti on of names in Malta . The name 
was dispilayed with charac teris tic boldness above li t ightly shutt e red Htt le 
shop in a narrow side street in Val etta . The re was not the slightest clue 
as to what sort of business was carried on there , I still speculate about 
it whenever its p icture appears on the screen durmg a family holid ay 
slide show . What is the name? Sor r y I almost forgot t o te ll you. The 
name over the shop was ZENITH , 

CONSULTING ROOM CHAT (2) by Derek Ford 

Balli sti c is . Long- ser vin g readers of Blakiana will no doubt reca ll 
Se>.1:on Bilake' s monograph "Speculations cm Ball istic Stigma t a in 
Fireann :s" . Linking the murder weapon with the murder is important 
in every case , But now Blake will find hitnself back in bis laborat ory , 
for a new bulle t developed by Remin gton is encased in nylon which is 
discarded as the bulle t leaves the barrel , and the re is no r ifling on the 
bullet to show which weap on fired i t . 
Orchids . In Anthon y Par sons' case - book "The Mystery of the Bankrupt 
E st at e" (132/ 3) the As sistant Com.mis s ioner , Sir Edward Granfield , 
after wining and dining Blake and Tinker , pe r suades them to take up the 
position of "gardeners" at Bar rington Manor in order to keep watch on 
Clay Crehan who he belie ves to be the missing swindler Charles Crispin . 
Says the A.C . "No - but hi s girl's father is adve rtising for a gardener , 
Blake . And, wore ama zing still , for a man who is an e:,q)ert on orch id 
cultivation . 1 don' t mind admi tt ing t hat we haven't such a man at the 
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Yard . I don't in the lea st mi nd admitt ing that for days past I' ve been 

rac kin g my brain s to think of som eone who cou ld combine orchidol ogy 

with watc hing Cla y Crehan . And now, by the oddest chance , I ask a man 

to dine with me whom all the world knows does combine these two 

ess entia ls in his own per son . " All the world may know of Sexton Blak e 

as an expert on orc hid culti vation , but I am sure it will come as a 

sur pri se to read ers of "Blakiana" this ver y novel introdu ction to a case . 

But perhaps some reader has come across a case where Blake's 

expertise with orc hids ha s been an imp ort ant. ingr edient. I would 

cert ainl y like to know abou t it , 
Walter Tyre r' s companion case - book contains a ne at little cameo 

of a public lib rary including "To the rig ht was t he gene ra l reading room . 

Here the day ' s newspapers were securely c lamped to stan ds , and 

whiskered and shab by old gentl em en , in searc h of Jobs they would never 

come within a million miles of obtaining , peered at them either with 

short -sig hte d eyes or t hroug h ma gnifying glasses; in one cas e, at 

least , th ro ugh the broken bottom of a bottle . " 

* * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ 
THEIR FOUR- HUNDREDTH ~ 

THE MAGNET 

No, 400 appe are d in the Autumn of 1915, not a good pe riod in 

e it her t he Magnet or the Gem . Jus t a month had passed since 1.he 

disappearance of the familiar and famous Red Cover . 

The story in the issue was "The Sunda y Cru saders", written by 

a young and inexperienced substitute writer . F or a ll except those who 

enjoy a me lodrama t ic and over - sentimental wallow, it was pret:ly awfu l . 

And it was certainly rem ar kable . A r eligious sto r y at leaSl , a sto r y 

which had r eli gion poured over it like syrup . It was a failur e beca use 

of the way it was over - wri tt en, for plenty of ta les with a re lig iou s motif, 

like t hose of Ree d, are dearly - l oved by millions . 

Skinner goes to t he pictures to see Charlie Chaplin on a Sunday , 

t·o sh ow hi s conte mp t for religion . And, to ward the end of the tale , be 

an d BoJ sover set out to r eplace the church bell wit h a Un containing 

st ones . Up m the belfry, something gives way , and they fall . Bolsove r 

manag e s to cai:ch bol d of a beam ; Skinner manages to catc h hold of 
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Bolsover o To save Bolsover being dragged down, Skinner lets go, and 
plunges iinto the church far below . 

I1n an astonishing finaie, Skinner is dying in t he night, in the 
school s:anitorium , from mult iple injuries, and the Head cannot decide 
whether to send for the boy 's paren ts. This tale was covered in a Let ' s 
Be Conh:oversial article, some t ime ago. 

THE GE:M 

Once again, of course , the dat e was the Autumn of 1915 . The 
blue cov•~r was stil l with t he Gem , and would be for some time yet . 
The blue dye was easier to obtain in wartime than the red one. 

Th e story is "When Duty Calls" . This was by the genuine Martin 
Clifford, but it is hea vily dat ed with a wartime atmo sphere . The boys 
~rP nli:1m<1in0' i'.n nP.T'fn rm 11'1'h1=! Hnn:c::1 Tnv::i:c::inn" ~nrl h::ivP. ~ nn 'mhP.r of 
........... .t' .- ...... ~ .... - ...... o - - r-- - .................... - ·- ..... - -- ..... - -·· · --·'oJ" ..... ., -~---....... --· _. - . ---.. ,- -- --
Ger man unifo rms , complete with spiked helme ts . Blake's older cousi n) 
Gilbert Blake , visi ts St . Jim ' s . The y call him "Gilbe rt the Filbe rt''; 
for he is a k- nut . Tricks ar e playe d on him by Figgin s and Co. and 
other gr,oups , and he finds himself surrounded by "Ger man" soldi ers. 
At t,he filn.ish, be j oins the army as a pri vate, and finds happiness and 
loses hie; pas ty complexion . A li ght affair, with too many slapstick 
touches . Neither "The Greyfriars Crusaders" nor "When Duty Calls" 
was ever r epublished . 

SCHOOLBOYS 1 OWN LIBRARY 

No . 400 appeared fairly early in the Second World War . The 
price had just risen by a halfpenn y to 4!d, and the S .O . L. was only a 
month or two from its finish . The story was the middle sec t ion of the 
Jim Valentine series from the Magnet of early 1933 . 

MODERN BOY 

Th e 40oth issue of t his paper appeared in Octob er 1935 . It still 
had the fam ilia r orange and blue cover , reminiscen t of the Magnet. 
Charles Hamilton was absent at this t ime , but W. E . ,Tohns' s "B iggles " 
was going strong . 

§EXTON BLAKE by Josie Packman 

We ha ve now reached t he 40oth issue of our Collectors' Digest 
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and by way of marking the event I should like to write a few words about 
the two most famous papers which recorded the adventures of Sexton 

Blake . 
The first series of the Sexton Blake Library did not reach 

number 400 so the actual 400th issue of the Library was No. 18 of the 
2nd series . The story is by one of our Editor's favourite authors , 
Pierre Quiroule , the title being "The Adventure of the Albanian Avenger" 

The 40oth issue of the Union Jack was wri tt en by William Murray 
Graydon, one of the mos t prolific wri ters of Sexton Blake t ales . The 
tale itself must have been ra t her a sad one as the t itle is "The Child 
Beater" but I have no doub t that Sext on Blake put everything to rights and 
the child bea t er of 1911 got his jus t deserts , which goes to show that 
Sext on Blake has always been modern . 

NELSON LEE LIBRARY by Bob Blythe 

The da te is 3rd February . the year 1923 , and anothe r famous 
paper is issuing it s 40oth number . It is not exac tly celebra t ing, 
because the edi t or of the Nels on Lee Libra ry was taking it in his st r ide , 
and probabl y considered it all pa rt of his dayi s work . Celebrati ons for 
him , were being reser ved for t.he 50oth number Nevert heles s , we can 
look back at it , in parenthesis , as it were , while we enj oy the C .D's 
o,vn anni versary . 

"Petticoa t Rule" was the titl e of the third story in the series of 
the same name . This yarn does not get m any mention s in the li te r ature 
of t he St . Frank's saga , but i t does m ark , in my opinion , the begi nni ng 
of Brooks bes t period, i. e . 1923 ~1928" 

The st ory its elf , for those unfamiliar wi th t his peri od of t he I Le e ' , 
concerned it self with the att emp ts of a gr oup of wome n teache r s, w ith 
the formidable Miss Trumble as Head Mis t r e s s , t o i1np ose the ir own 
teaching me thods on the whole school. This comes aboui beca use Mis s 
Trumble as a school Gove rn or , forbids Dr . St afford to carry out a 
r ic hl y deser ved flogging . As a resu lt he r esigns , t o he followed sh ortl y 
aft er by t he whole tea ching st af f, Miss Trumble ther eup on inst aUs 
women t ea chers , wi th her se lf as Head . 

Unfort una tel y, their me thods are more sui t ed to the kindergarten , 
and Se nior s and Ju nior s alik e , at firs t see t he hum oro us si de, and play 
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up accordingly. Howe ver , as their privil eges are taken away one by 
one - for example, football is forbidden as being too rough , a rebellion 
led by Nipper is soon in full swing . Only after many bitter battles with 
the opposition in the form of gypsies and the rougher elements of the 
locality, is Miss Trumble finally routed and the masters return . 

i\ thoroughly interesting and unusual yarn, and one that deserves 
more of the limeligh t than it usually achieves . 

• • . AND OURS~ 

LES ROWLEY writes: The pages of the "Collectors' Digest" have 
mirrored so many of those reflec t ions of youth dear to my heart that I 
cannot simply le t the occasion of the four - hundredth issue pass without 
a word of apprecia t ion . 

are recalled in happ y and seemingly endless pro fusion . The appetite is 
jus t as keen after each iss ue ha s been read . and the long month begins 
before another copy is due . 

Thank you for your share in bringing so wuch happiness into my 
li fe and for carrying on the good work so earnes t ly begun those many 
years ago by Herbert Leckenby . 

Time was when cricket ba ll s were red, pads were white, and the 
mere idea of alum inium bats would ha ve been tr eated with scorn . Time 
was when the only pain one would suffer from a soccer match would be 
a throat hoarse from cheering on one 's s ide . Time was • . . but then , 
one could go on for ever . Those days of youth have a v alue , a kindness , 
almost a gentility , compared to t he harsher - more aggressive present . 
Thank y1Du, and the contr ibutors, for re calling them . 

I . HEWSON writes: The Diges t remains as fresh and cr itic ally 
energet ic as ever. I have been reading it for about ten years now , and 
have yet to come across a copy which fails to raise int erest and 
pleasure . It. seems to strike Just the right balance between studious 
comment and relaxed observation. 

I remain, as alwa y s , in enormous debt to the efforts of both 
yourse lf and the numerous contributo rs . 

R . H . CUSHING writes: Permit me to be among the first to 
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congratulate you for a remarkable achievement . To hold the attention 

and int erest of 'old boy s' like myself for a period of almost thirt y- four 

years is surely an accomplishment without parallel in thi s day and age 

My one regret is tha t I ha ve been denied the pleasure of reading C ,D. 

until compara t ive ly recent ye ars when sheer chance brought it t o :my 

attention . 
A kindly fate indeed - I became a devotee overn ight . 

I ha ve a strong conv iction that the 400t h issue will be but one of 

ma ny historic mile - stones ye t to be recorded . 

Florea t C .D'. 

LEN WORMULL writes: 'With you r permission and co- operation, I 

int end to do my best t o carry on , I promi se you t hat I shall do my 

utruosi. 1.,0 main tain the high level , both int ellect uall y and morally 1 tha1 

He rberr alwa ys attained with th e jour nal , one of the greaf loves of his 

Jife . f 

With thes e wor ds , JUSi over twe nt y yea rs ago, Eri c Fayne too k 

over the reins of C -D . from dear Her bert Le ckenby , irs founder The 

4 00th edition of C ,D . bears te stimon y to this promise being well and 

t.rul y tulfilled . How proud our editor must feeL In ce lebrating this 

magical and Joyous occasion , let us nor forget the personal sacrifi ces 

and hardship s t hat must haye been his lot m making it all possi ble My 

heartfel t thanks and congratulations for a rnost wonderful Job 

JIM COOK writes: This mo.mi ng I kept an appoimmem with 1 he Mayor 

of Auckland Cit y to tal k abou t fhe 400th issue of the C D . At 79 he 

~orks 18 hours a da y and was delighted when I showed him reprints of 

our favourite books . As I had a duplicate Howard Bake r MAGNET 

reprint , The Rebellion of Harry Wharton , I ga ve this to him plus a 1930 

Union Jack , He glance d thr ough a GEM r eprin t and a Nelson Le e 

Library reprint . His eyes lit up as he glanced thr ough "these lovely 

books'' . 
He asked me if I would write a few wor ds of appreciation for the 

400t h edition of the C .D . and t his lette r I wri te for that. purpose . 

"Robbi e " , as Sir Dove - Myer Robinson is affectionately known , 

spent a few minutes of nos ta lgic charm looking through the Magnet and 

Uni on ,Tack. He will snatch moments of his very busy Job going through 
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the Magnet and Union Jack I gave hi m and my Journe y down to the Mayor's 
Office in the city here was well worth the tri p for the great welcome he 
gave see.ing our hobby books for the firs t time after many decades . 

"Robbi e" asked if the Auckland press had at any t ime looked into 
the hobby but I tol d bim it hadn'L Down south , Dunedin and Christchu rc h, 
had published deta il s about our hobby, but not up here in the Nort h Isl and . 
So I won't be surpr ised if a journalis t cont act s me some time wanting to 
know abou t the hobb y . 
(EDITOR IAL COMMENT: Vety gr,ateful th a nl<s to the writeu of scor es of letters , rece iv ed at 

th e edito riail office , with c ongra tu lations on th is milestone of C. D. The l etters .are deeply 

apprecia ted , and will all be retained in a treasure c hest , We hope to pri nt a few more of 

them next month . ) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DEATH OF MRS . RHODA STORY 

We very geepl y r egret to l earn of the death of Mr~. Rhoda St01y of Bra ma lea , 

Ontar io, ~Ats. Story a nd her husband , Bill • have been loya l and va lue d supporters of 

Co lle ctors' Digest for a great many years , a nd vi sited Exc e lsior House when they have been 

on holiday in England fr om t im e to time . Mrs, Story ha d a very sweet perso nali ty , a nd we 

ca n neve r fo rget he r war m fri end liness . 
We extend our deepest sy mpathy to Bill a nd the family in their tra gic loss . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Ne.LsoN LEE CoLUMN 
THE FAKE by Willi am Lis ter 

Sooner or la ter, in the course of your life , you will come across 
a fake; be it a picture , a coin , or one of t he human kind . In whatever 
re alm you ha ve suffered from the effects of cont act with a fake the 
result is the same - disappoin tment . Fortunately, even in t he cour se 
of si xty ~,eig ht years I have com e ac ross very few . One of my first 
occur red when I was very young and near ly sha tte red my faith in human 
nature . 

It was way back in 1920 . At our ne arest sub- Post Office and 
newsagen ts I bad notic ed , na iled to the counter, severa l silver coins of 
the two - shilling and half - a- crown variety . I neve:r as ked why; youngs ters 
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usually got a clip over t he ear for asking questions; but 1 found out the 

hard way . 
One day , very elated , and clutching a new half crown, coupled 

with thoughts of being able to purchase copies of the i'Nelson Lee" , 
"Magnet" or "Gem'' and maybe a "Union Jack" and a stamp to write to 
Edwy Searles Br ooks as we were invited to do so in his column in the 
"Nelson Lee" . After all it was ve r y rare for me t o see such a coin , 
le t alone own one. 

Now comes t he cruncM Choosing my papers and asking for my 
l}d . stamp I passed my silver coin over eagerly looking for my change ~ 
The postmaster t ook my coin with a smile (he was as eager to receive 
my coin as I was t o part wit h it) he bounced my valu able coin on the 
counter and his smile turne d t.o a puzz led fro,vn ~ From under the 
counter he produced a hamme r and a nail , and finall y picking a space 
among his nailed coins he ham mered mine among them ; explaining io 
me it was a fake , he took my purchases back - hence my firs t 
experience of a fake . 

In a momen t 9 dea r read er, you will understand why I have gone 
to some lengths to describe the above incident . Othe r fakes ha ve had 
t he same effect on me - disappoin tment t 

It seems generally agreed by readers of t he "Nelson Lee" t hat 
among the many series written by Edwy Searles Br ooks one of the 
finest was th e Ezra Quirke series , and one of the most disappoin t ing 
was "The Return of E zra Quirk e" , There can be many reasons for thi s , 
some have already been ment ioned by various writers in "C .D " , So 
far as my opinion is worth , he.ce i t is . 

E zra Quirke came into my life at j ust the right season of the year 
to make him mo st acceptable - winter . One of t he bes t of Briti sh 
win ters , and you can 't bea t a good Br itish winter , ask Charles Dickens ; 
who happens to mention it several ti mes in 'A Chris t mas Carol' 

"It was co ld > bleak , biting weather; foggy with all . Scr ooge 
c ould hear the people outside wheezing up and down , beating thei r hands 
upon t hei r breasts and stamping the ir feet upon the pavemen t sto nes to 
warm them . The city clocks had only Just gone three , but it was dark 
alread y - it had not been light all day - the fog came pouring in at ever y 
chin k and lceyhole t t he houses opposite were mere phantoms . " 
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So it came about that in the year of our Lord 1925 and in the month 
of October, as a young lad I pressed my way home through wind and slee t 
and a rapid ly darkening evening froJll school . calling to purchase my 
"Nelson Lee" meanwhiles . 

Blackpool is known for its winds and if you happened to li ve in a 
cara van you got the full force of it. That night, bitt erl y cold and dark , 
with flurries of slee t I settled in a chair under the paraffin oil lamp . 
It s dim y ellow ligh t re ve aling the opening pa ra grap h of a never -to - be 
forgo tt en tale, "The Scho olboy Magician" . On such a night then with our 
caravan lurching in the gale I r ea d these words "The wind howled and 
moaned :round St. Frank ' s with a steadily incr easing force i now and 
again it rose t o a mighty shriek and t he solid old piles fairly shook 
under th,~ force of the elemen t s . It was a wild October nigh t . 11 

Our iittle gypsy - type cara van iurcb ed aga in, i:he oil lamp 
flickered down on the pages of my "Nelson Lee" and a few momen t s 
la ter Ezra Quirk e walked into :my life . The fact t hat I recall thi s nearl y 
55 years la ter shows i:he impression it made on me . You don't for get 
things lilke t his . 

Thr ough that Octo ber - Novembe r of 1925 the amazing st ory of 
E zr-a Qu.irke unfolded . Gr ipped as we St . Frank's fans were , the fact 
t hat Quir ke was re vealed as a fake in the end, didn' t affec t us much, 
we had had our thrills , our never - to- be- forgo tt en saga thanks to Edwy 
Searles Brooks . 

"The Ret urn of Ez ra Quirke" failed t o get off the ground . He 
was a fak e . This time we knew it before we started t o read . He was 
no longer able to grip us . Not even Edwy Searles Br ooks could resc ue 
Ezra Quirke from the fact that here was an impost or , he bad lost his 
grip on us , we were di sa ppointe d in him . 

I:magine (if you can ) Sexton Blake , Docto r Fu Manchu , Tarzan 
or Sher lock Holme s wri tte n off as a fake at the end of their first 
appearance . No pen on earth could ha ve stage d a successful comeback 
for them. 

Dear old Ezra Quirke , how we lo ve him , but le t's forget about 
"The Return of E zr a Quirke" . 

cont'd. on Page 22 . .. 
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TWO DIFFERENT AND YET THE SAME by J. R. Murtagh 
New Zealand 

When I have an hour to two to spare there's nothing I enjo y mor e 

than browsing through my Magnet s and looking at the covers and inside 

illustrations . 

Some colle ctors will only hav e genuin e Frank Richards stories 

and I fee l they ar e missin g a lot by ignorin g the stories by substitute 

author s. The y see m to 

forget t hat the illustratio ns FREE-BICYC LES FOR READERS ! 
ar e not substitut e and ar e ( Se• Yo u r Ed;to• '• L ates t Off er - l nt ld6 , ) 

a ll part and par ce l of th e 
Magnet s aga . \\rn_at 
would th e Magnet be like 
with no cover or in s ide 
illustra t ion s ? 

Recen tly I was 
l ookin g throu gh th e cove r s 
of my Magnet s (I 'm onl y 
ten i ss ues short of th e 
168 3 that wer e publi shed ). 
Sudde nly I cam e t o a full 
sto p at i ssu e 859 thinkin g 
I had seen the sam e 
cover before. I checke d 
back and found th e one I 
thought was the same on 
No . 751. It depict ed 
the same incident that we 
a ll know happen ed almost 
dail y t o Bunter , but was 
an entirel y diff er ent 
drawin g . I am sur e the y 
were both by Chapman , 
which goes to show what 

A H U RRI ED EXIT F OR W I LL I AM CEORC E BUNTER ! 



- A TRifJUTE 
We ar e proud to remembe r that the Collectors ' Dig est was born in the Nort h . We a.re 

not too proud to acknowledge that it was nurtured in oth ei.' pastures. It was the dying wish of 

Herbert Lec:kenb y, t hat good and hum ane man , that the magaiine he had creat ed should 

surv ive him ., Herbert's last ac t was to ensure that it should be so: he chose his own successor. 

And he chose not with any regiona l pre j udice , but with a vis ionary 1s cert a inty a nd h~ight , 

He turned to Eric Fayne - a nd Northern hobbyists ov er twenty years cou ldn ' t have been happie r 

with his choice. 

Er ic has now been Editor of the Colle ctors ' Digest for a lmost two - thirds of its publish ing 

histo 1y. Und er his inspi r ed gu idanc e the full ness of time has brought it to many notable 
, ___ .l' __ ___ , __ ! ......... -- -- -~ - - ~ _r - - - ~ 4- r!, __ __ 1' . • , .~ , -- _ __ 1 _ _ _ .._ _A .... . ,._ " , ..... , "- - 111"\r"\ 1a nama r l<lil - ,~ com1ng - u1- age , ns .:>uv er Juouee , ana now -co us ro ur-n unareacn tssue , 'tVV 

issues! lt is a sta gge ri ng ac hievement ; and it would hav e been quite impossible without a 

man of extrao rdina ry ability , dedicat ion , sound j udgment and boundless goodwill a t th e helm , 

Prob :tbly no-one outside the four walls of Exc elsio r House can beg in to conceive of the 

work , and tlrte perso na l sacr ifice , th at has gone to the makin g of this wonderful record . Dear 

Eric, how can we adequately co .nfess our debt? Your thanks must be the knowledge of the j oy 

which montfa by month has been your gift to an unseen host the world over . The mul ti tude 

whose lives you have made a lj ttle r icher wUI j oin me today in payi ng heartfelt tribute , a nd 

wishing you a long and happy continuation of your r eign . 

* * * 

GEOFFREY WILDE 
(Chairman , Notthern OBBC) 

Those r eaders of the C.D. who expect it to la nd on the ir doormats regul arly on the 

first day of ,eac h month , a nd who begin to get fretful if it is a day or two la te , can have little 

conception <::>f the . troubles of producing a r egul ar monthly magazine with several hundred 

subscr ibers. 

First of a ll , there are the routine difficulties , such as trying to buy quantities of 

env elopes oli the r ight size, when these days they go out of production fo r seve ral months at a 

time . Whe1n they are purchased , they all have to be addressed. Subscriptions , varying from 

a single copy to a yea,'s supply, all have to be r ecorded and reminders sent when appropriate. 

The vaga r ies of the so-called Express Post from York to Aldershot constitute a perennial 
headache. A commerci a l pubUcation would employ clerical staff to a ttend to all this , but 

the C , D. is ru n by Eric alone . 

But it is the contents of the C. D. that ar e so noteworthy, It is a little short of 

astonishing that four hundred issues , most of them produced by Eric , have a ll conta in ed 



origina l i te ms, reminiscent , cri t ical, po etic , factual , or containing background information , 

a ll new , ever-interesting, amusing , thought -prov oking , or just nostalgic , Let there be no 

mistake: only an editor with Eric's devotion , energy , talents , and resourcefulness cou ld have 

kept an a mateur magazine running so long . The London O. B. B. C . is more than happy to pay 

him a well - deserved tribute. 
ROGER JENKINS 

* * * 
Congratul a tions to our worthy Editor on this auspicious occasion , not forgett ing the 

late Herbert Leckenby , who by layin g such strong foundat io ns , enabled El'ic to build th e C, D, 

into the welcome addition to our lives that it is today . 

The Nelson Lee column has appeared every month since No. 13, in January 1948 , 

whi ch makes it alm ost as old as the C. D. its elf . It is very pleasing therefore , to feel that 

the N. L. section has more than played its part in the great achievement of the C, D, 

reac hing its 400th issue. 

That St. Frank' s is still appreciated today even mor e than in the p.ast is due , not oniy 

to a relatively small band of enthusiasts , but also to editoria l policy. 

Th e work invo lved in producing the C. D. and the Annual is enormo us a nd time

co nsuming , a nd by keeping th e C . D. ali ve , our editor is help ing to keep the memory o( 

E. s. B. a nd St, Frank's alive . For that , and for his devotion to the task of satisf yi ng a ll 

tastes, we can only say - 'Tha nk you , Eric '. 

BOB BLYTHE 

* * * 

400 ISSUES - WHAT A SCORE! 

AND GOOD THAT THERE WILL BE STILL MORE! 

Congratulations to Eric Fayne, our dear friend a nd editor , on the 400th editio n of 

Collectors' Digest , a magazine which surely has a place in our a ffe ct ions equal with our 

favour ite Old Boys' (or Girl s') papers . For me it is the succ essor of The School Friend , T he 

Schoolgirl an d T he Sch oolg irls' Own; I'm very happy that Barbara Redfern , Clara T1evlyn , 

Marj orie Hazeldene and Bessie Bunter from Cliff House, as well as Betty Barton & Co. from 

Morc ove, still pop up in it from tim e to time a nd rub shoulders with their boy chums , An 

unbr oken t'un of 400 issue s is som ethi ng to be proud of , and this is a mom ent to express our 

deep gJ'ati t ude to the editor for his unremitting energy a nd dedication in producing the C. D. 

so regularly every month . Lots of lo ve to Eric , to Madam a nd the Princess Snowee. Uk e 



the Coll ecton; ' Digest, LONG MAY THEY CONTINUE TO FLOURISH! 

MARY CADOGAN 

* * * 

That t.he Collectors' Digest bas rea c hed the 400th issue is a rem arka ble achievement , 

and we have rto thank Eric for a ll his work and the pleasure he has given us for many years , 

Even in great a dversity last year he carri ed on with the good work , a nd I am sure th at Eric 

must hav e $at up late many nights so that each issue should appea r in time at the beginning 

of the month .. Not a single issue has been missed, something which cannot be sa id for many 

a professionall publication , 

As co10ducto1 of the Blakiana section I roust say how much I appreciate the w.1.y the 

atdcles have been presen ted, especially when Eric has bee n able to use cov er pictures from 

the Union Jack . Not an easy task to sort out the most int eresting ones to use , 

My special tha nl<s go to Eric for his delighttul "Pri ncess Snowee 's Corner" , one which 

a ll cat- lover.s must a ppre cia te - and it is SUl'prising how many of our members are owned by 

cats . Anothe r favourite featur e is Eric's r eports on the films shown in the Small Cinema. 

They bring back memories of films which I enjoyed ma ny years ago , and some of which we 

have be en luc ky enough to see on TV. Many thanks , Eric , for a ll your hard work , and may 

you continue as our Editor for a long time yet , We ma y even see the 500th issue with you at 

t he helm! 

JOSIE PA CKMAN 

* * * 

Four hundred issues of the dear C, D! 

What sple ndid visions tha t thought ca l ls to mind; 

Four hundred months of purest ecstasy; 

Four hundred magic spells our hearts to bind , 

With eage r fing en we the pages turn 

As month by month again we're held in thra ll ; 

The image of om c hildhood we discern , 

The plea sures of our you th a gai n recall . 

The world creat ed by the Nelson Lee, 

The Union Jack , the Magnet , and the Gem , 
cont'd.,. 



We live in still; ho~ easy now to see 

The values in our lives we owe to them . 

Between our band of devotees this link -

The C. D. - made of paper marked with ink! 

Paper and ink! - Whence is their power to life 
Our spirits thus, our reason to constrain? 

From one man's skill , his dedicated gift, 

Our Editor and dear friend , Eric Fayne. 

His is the genius that casts the spell; 
' Within his kindly grasp these tre asures lie . 

How can we give him thanks enough ? how tell 

Him all we feel? With gratitude we'll try. 

We'll give a sweeter scent to violets dim , 

And polish ice till it's more slipp'ry fa r, 

With tinctured brush the rainbow we ill re - limn , 

And with a taper seek to light a star. 

When we succeed these simple tasks to do , 

Then , Eric, we may pen a tribute fit for you. 

JACK ALLISON 

* * * 
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FREE TO READERS! TWO REAL PHOTOS OF FAMOUS ·FOOTBALLERS 
PRESENTED WITH THIS ISSUE! 

BILL Y BUNTER IS N O T W A NTED ! 

a great art i st he was. stud y the pictures of the Magnet s repr<Xluced 
here and I 'm sure you will agre e with me. 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT: Readers of C. D. Ann ual wi ll r ecall t hat, som e y ears ago, we 

p ublis hed two covers of Magnets - one th e work of Arthur Clarke, and one, of many years 
later , obviou s ly copied fro m it, by Leonard Shields . } 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: t-.1agoets & Gems, Ab o 1920 Greyfria rs Holiday Annual . Ca n off er 1941 in exc hange. 

D. WRIGHT, 13 EAST LANE, SANDJWAY, NORT HWICH, CHESHIRE . (0606 - 882397) 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN conti nued 

THE NEW ST. FRANK'S by R. J . Godsave 

A m ighty explosion which had occurred a few months ea rlier in 

the disu sed quarry wor kin gs near St . Frank's , and had destroyed the 

Modern House and had caused some dama ge to the Anci ent House was 

the prelude t o ihe re- buildin g and en la rgement of St. Frank 's by the 

addition of two new boarding Houses and a School Hou se . 

The two new Houses were the Ea st and West Houses with the 

Ancient and Moder n reta ini ng their names . These two new Houses 

wou ld contain t be studies, dormi tor ies and dining-rooms , etc ., wit h 

the School Hou se containi ng the class - rooms, laboratori es , works hops , 

etc . Beh ind the School House was the Head's private r es idence bum 

like t he rest of St , F rank's in true Gothic styie . 

No 537 "The New Houses at St . Frank' s", o. s , was the first 

Nelson Lee of the series after the retur n of the St . Fr ank's boys from 

the summer holidays This issue of the Lee dealt with the Houses and 

a map of 1.he new St. Frank 's was on the inside page of the cover , The 

whole series was dominated by the reformation of Ralph Leslie Fullwood 

and his uphill fig ht . It is ra ther difficult to think of Full wood other rhan 

the cad ot the Remo ve after very many years . He was captain of the 

Ancient House Remove in the first St . Frank 's Nelson Lee when Nipper 

arrived as a new boy under the name of Bennett . 

Whether E . S . Brooks was to gain from t his enlargement of 

St . Frank's is open to question . He certainly wrote a fine Scouting 

series JUSt prior t o the brea k- up for the su.mmer holida ys , the Junior 

section under canvas with the senior section housed in the Ancient 

House . It would now be necessary to distribute the boys among the four 

Houses . This would mean an influx of new boys and masters to bring 

t he Houses up to strength . 
I feel that t he old cosiness of the old St . F ra nk's was lost and 

not regained. It i s possible that Brooks did have more scope for his 

writ ing s, but certa inl y at a cost . 

* * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * i< * * * * 
WANTED : Boys' Papet-s , Comics , Libraries a nd Annual s, large and small quantities , 

MARRIOTT, 27 GREENVIEW DRNE, NORTHAMPTON. Tel , 711874. 
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DO YOU RE MEMBER? by Roger !vL Jenkins 

No. 161 - · Gem No. 484 - "Looking for Trouble" 

It is a vital reflection on the st . Jim 's sc ene in 1917 that most 
of the intHr esting characters should belong to the Fourth Form and that 
the ostensible he ro es - Tom. Merry & Co. - should have merely 
walking - cm pa rt s in this Story . The opening chapter was a French 
lesson wilth Monsieur Morny , in which Cardew began ragging in a spirit 
of idle mi.schief. The Frenc h master was in an unusually bad temper 
and , when he caned Ca r dew , Car dew developed the ragging in a mor e 
ma licious: way . 

Cardew was a character who fea t ured for about ten years in the 
Gero with some cons ide rabl e success , but afterwards Cha rl es Ham ilton 
was ne ver able t o -recapture t hat inimitable mocking style with over 
tones of whimsicali ty . I recall discussing Cardew with Charles 
Hamilton and he admi tted that in t he pos t - war books Car dew ' s 
character had dete riorated into something of a rogue wit h the attracti ve 
qualities lo st . Cert ainly when he was "Looking for Trouble" he also 
r eminde d the reader more of Ponso .nby than of de Courcy 

Monsie ur Gustav Morny was, lik e most French masters , sho rt 
of money . Hi s re lati ves had fled from the advancing German armies 
and he was send ing all his spare cash t o help them . When Guss:y lost a 
five pound note in the Fr ench master's study and Monsieur Morn y was 
later seen enclo si ng a five pound note in a reg istered envelope , only 
Gussy wa,s certain that the F renc h mas ter was not a thief Needless 
to say , it was Cardew who brought matt ers to a head by making what 
was more or less a public accusation of the ft . 

W:ar - ti:me references have a habit of dating a story more than 
anything else . Trimble compla ined t hat the sc hool tuc ksh op ra t ioned 
t hem to 01ne slice of cake each , and he was quit e keen t o fag for Knox 
as t he pr e fect did not observe the food regul at ions . When Gussy 
pr oposed giving a feas t, the guests had t o bring the ir own bread and 
sugar . Some ref e rence to the free availability of beer, whisky and 
champ agne suggested tha t not all items were hard t o come by, bui. it 
was never explained what Gussy was able to purchase for hi s guests as 
a basis of the feast tha t did not amoun t to food hogging . 
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The St . Jim ' s story ran to only thirteen chapters in a twenty page 

issue of the Gem , and the five pages of e:,...iract s from Tom Merry's 

weekly and the Greyfriars Herald could perhaps have bee n di spe nsed 

with. But t he re were some compensations , particul ar ly in Warwick 

Reynold s' drawings with their attractive firm lines and more individual 

features and , if Cardew did not appear at his bes t, Guss y r emained a 

JOY t hr oughout. In view of the fact tha t the war had t hen reached a 

cr i tica l stage, it is surp ri sing how much fun this serious story neverthe 

less possesses . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * 
REVIEW 

"T HE GREYFRIA RS P LOTTERS" Frank Richards 
(Howard Baker: 

"The Greyfriars Plotters " is a rather ttite and vague title , not really worthy of this 

superb How a1d Baker "spe cial" , Howeve r. what's in a name? [t's the co nten ts which matt er , 

and they just cannot be faulted . 

Here we have eight cons ecuti ve Red Magnets from the start of 1910 . We find OW'Selves, 

in fact , at the tail end of the half penny series . When the Gem re• started as a penny paper . 

the Magnet ca me into the shops a t a halfpenny , a nd , at th e stat ·t of 1910 , it h.1d been in 

existence for nearly two years, appe ari ng every Tuesday without fail , The iirst story in the 

book "Nugent Minor" is actua lly double normal len gth in a Double Numbe r at a penny, to give 

readers a taste of what is in store i.n t he nea r future . 

' 'Nugent Minor" re lates the arriva l of Frank Nugent's young el' brother , and how , for a 

time , Grey{riars didn't suit him - and be didn 't suit Grey{riars . Dicky Nug ent's career 1 lmost 

comes to an untimel y end when he stuns Wingate with a stone he flung at the Greyfriau 

ca ptain , Though, as y eai-s went by , Fta.nk Ric hards tended to dwell too much on the theme 

of the wayw ar d younger brothe r of some ptomlnent charac te r , it is treated with happy restra int 

here , and its freshness makes it one of the best of the early Red Magnets . 

The next issue "The Dandies of the Remove" ls a halfpenny one , with Miss Prim r ose 

(and her second-in -c ommand , Miss Lock e , who was to disa.ppea1 from Cliff House long befo re 

the School Friend ma.de its bow) tluows a party for her girls to which Greyf_ria1-s boys a1e 

invited , So t he early Miss Pri m was noth ing lik e so frum pish in early days as she is somet imes 

dep ict ed Harry Wh .. rton 1s acc used of stealing a va luab le tie-pin from Ionides of the Sixth , 

but the culprit was Bunter who was "borrowing" items right and left without permission so that 

he c ou ld shine at the patty . 
Ionides was an exc ellent cha1act er study , and j ust why he was fad ed out of the stories 

1s one of the myst eries of those early days . 

Then a not her halfp enny one - "The Disappearance of Wun Lung" - a nd a very famo us 



one in those far - off days. It was r epti nted seve 1-a l ti mes . Wun Lung goes thr oug h th e ic e as 

a resu lt of the bull yin g of Bulstr ode - an d does not come up , And Bulstr ode spends many 
ham ssed hems until the wily Chink c hooses to c ome on the scene .t:gain. Bulstrode is a nothei ' 

good chara cte r stud y whom Rich r.u·ds cl£opped in later yea.rs, 
Next week in "The Greyfri ars Athletes" , Bulstrode is impr isoned i n the cry pt by Wun 

Lung . a nd Art hur Augustus D'A rcy , on a very ear ly visit t o Greyf riars , ac ts as a dete ctiv e to 

trac e the missi ng schoolboy , The re at'e some pleas ant pe riod touc.hes , such as one ofte n 

comes acr os!r in these early ta les; the t eleg ra m at t d. a word; the let t er posted a nd de livered 

within a few hours; a nd "Rosey Posey" ci gar ettes a t 20 for th ree - half pen c e . "The y a re too 

cheap to ta ste vewy nic e , I a m sur e , " comments D 'Arcy , with no exp eri enc e of the matte r. 

The n a nother penny Double Numbe t' ''The Gr eyfriars Fifteen" , a nd ra the r an odd ta le 

in a way. Harry Whart on ;s ele ven sets off fo r a football mat ch a ga inst Bolsover College . 

Quit e a j our :ney , for in anothe r de lici ous pe r iod sequen ce , we fi nd that the team has a bi-ake 
to th e loca l sta t ion 1 a nd th en qu ite a . ourn ey by tr".in , for th e rail fa re is ls . 9d , r etm•n, 

And whe n t h.ey ani v e th ey fi nd that Bolsover plays r~ge r , which doesn 't sa y mu ch fol' the 

w~y th e spo tt s masters aw nge th e fixture s . On th.at occ as ion Bolsover wins, but in .a t eturn 

ga me , t he C:l'eyfr isus j uniors win - '1nd 1 fo ,: efie c t ~ t he a utho r descri bes th e th.till ing mat ch 

in the present t ense . Truly an odd li t tle ya.tn , 
Th en th e last ev-e~ half penn , issues ot the Ma gnet , "Th e G1eyfn.,u s Tr.easure", "' light 

but liv·el y rcimp of whi ch t he tit le tells mos t ot it, Then t he fmst of the pe rmanen t penny 

1SSues "The !Gr eyi'ria.1,s Plot " ln wh ic h Iorudes l:ea t ures onc e a.gain , And the theme of a mateur 

t hea trica ls whic h th e ,rnt hor alw"ys se eme d to enj oy , And , beu use the j uniots deci de tha t 
Mar ]ori e Ha ·xeld ene c.,m' t ac t , she turns up .as Fra nk Nugent 's Aunt Matilda" whk h seelT'.S 

,..athel.' a n unli ke ly c.t pe1' to r the Cliff House da msel . 
The fin_'l.l story 1n th is ma gn ific ent volume is "The Cad of the Sixth' ' , The ca d of the 

t it le is Car b erry , who had the Loder pat t i n ea r ly Mag net days . Th is sto ry is his fina l 

app eara nce , fo t he is expe lled a t the c lose of the tal e , And with the passin g of Ca. betr)" t 

Loder c .. me into his own , a fte r be ing a sha dowy fi gure for so long , 
T he expulsion ofa le .;id.ing c harac t er , who n ever turn ed up a ga in , is a most unus ua l 

thing in t he Hamilto n histo ry. In fad 1 1 fa ncy th is insh nc e may be uniq ue , 

A splendid vol ume , with a ll t he .::ho.r m of th e vert ea r ly d.ays a nd a ll the luxm-y oi 

these "specials " !or th e conno issem. In closin g this r evi ew, one ca nnot m iss r ema 1,ki ng on 
the exc ell enc e of th e ar tists , A,.thUI Clc1.rke 's work , !n a ll th e illwtra ti ons , As we ~v e 

commented befo r·e, even i n 1910 Cla rke 's work was j ust sli ghtl/ old - fas hion ed with a whift 

of old lav ende r. But the ac tion :.nd th e char.ic te r in his pic tUl'es is notewOlthy a nd 

t ernark:l.ble . (You ca n often fi nd his i nitia ls AC in a corner of one of his drawings . and he 

was prolif ic in ma ny pa pers early i n the c ent ury . ) When Cla rke di ed . fa r to o y oung , the 

Magn et lost something . 
A splendid book to give distin ction a nd pe ri od c harm to your well-polished bookc ase . 
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No . 73 . 

BIOGRAPHY OF A SMALL CINE MA 

THE TREASURE OF filERRA MADRE 

Our open ing big film came from 

Wa rner Bros., and was Doris Day , Kirk 

Doug las, and Lauren Bacall in "Young 

Man of Music" . I recall this as an 

excell ent biograph ica l drama, tell in g the 

life-story of a famous American trumpet • 

player, th ough 1 forget his name . Tom & 

Jerry were back in the same bill in 

glowin g Technicolor in "Tom & Jerry in 

the Hollywood Bowl". Another it em 

which seems int eresting was a colo U1 fil m 

" Charlie Mc Cart hy in Sweden" . I forg et 

who Cha rlie McCarthy was . 

The fo llow ing wee k brought a notbe .1: 

musical - also from Warner's . This was 

Jam es Cagney , with a. b ig ca rt which 

inc lud ed Doris Day a nd Vi rginia Mayo i n 

"F ine and Dandy". This was Cagne y's 

first music al si nce "Yankee Doodle Dandy" 

a nd not a patc h on it . No film with the 

versat ile and en erge t ic Cagney could 

ever be a failure , but one thought sadly 

of the Yanke e Doodle fil m which we bad 

played yea rs before , with its wondedul 

so ngs , and such glo ri ous Cagney mu~icals 

as "Foot llght Parade " , packed wit h lovel y 

tunes , whi ch we bad played long before 

the war. In the sam e bill wit h "Fine a nd 

Dandy " was a colo ur Barney Bear carto on 

"Th e Bee- Devilled Bruin" . 

And now . afte r a fair mtf;i ca l, 

came a very good one from M. G. M, 

Judy Garland an d Van Johnson in ''In the 

Good Old Summertime". I have always 

loved thi s one , set at th e turn of the 

century , with plenty of delightful old 

tunes- of t he ped od , and with some 

sparkling skating sce nes . Buster Keaton 

gave ster ling fun support in this one . It 

was his last for M . G. M,, and t possibly , 

one of bis last of all time . 

A co loured cartoon in th e sam e bill 

was "The Boy and the Wolf" . The re was 

a lso a second colour cartoon "Poi-ky Chops" 

a nd severa l othe r co lour items . A fin e 

a ll - co lour show . 

The n a really big one from War ner 

Bros: Hum phr ey Bogart and Walte t Huston 

in 11The Treasure oi Sierra Madr e" whi c h 

was the title under which It was rele as ed 

i n thi s count l'y. Nowaday s , it is a lwa ys 

spok en of as "The Treasure of the Siel'ra 

Madr e", a nd one wond ers why such a minoi 

chan ge occUil'ed . It was the longes t film 

of th e term , ru nning to 11, 324 ft . A very 

fin e film , but harrowing , and I would not 

think that any one c ould say that he rea lly 

enJoy ed ft . A coloured ca 1toon in that 

bill was "Peac hy Cobb ler" . 

Next , fro m M. G. M., 10 Te chnic olor, 

an infa llible winner : Edmund Gwenn in 

"Mas ter of Lassi e '' . Donald Crisp, and any 

a mount of othe r charac te rs play ed theh parts 

and Lt w.u a treat tor the young in heart of 

any a ge . A Bugs Bunny cartoon was 

"Gard en Gophe r " in co lour . 

Ne.ct , another musical trom M. G. M 

Bet ty Hutton in "Annie Get Your Gun" , 

Accor ding to r eports , this one had been 

start ed with Judy Garland who suddenly had 

one of her fits of tem perame nt , so the 

footage she had made was scrapped , and 

Betty Hutton was borrow ed from Para mount 

to mak e the picture . So far as my ta ste 



went , Miss Hutton might have stayed 

where she wa s. The film was a fair 

suc c eu in the Small Cinema , but I, 

personally , found it a bore . A Bugs 

Bumiy cartoon in the same bill with Annie 

was "F eathe1r in his Ha1·e" . 

Thei:i., from M. G. M. 1 another 

musical , this t ime with plenty of swimming 

in blu e wate rs. Th is was "N eptune 's 
Da ughter" in Tech nicolor , st ani ng Esther 

Will ia ms an ,d Red Skelton. I think it was 

px-etty good , t hough I have no strong 

mem ory of' it , A Dl'Oopy colour caxtoon 

was "Chump Champ" . 

To wind up the term ~ Lassie was 

back in glowing Tec hn ic olo r , wit h pr etty 
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well the same cast as be.fore in "Challenge 

to lassie" . I feel almost sure that this was 

the famous story of "Greyfriars Bobby" , 

and , by a real coincidenc e , I r eceived 
only yes te x'day a postcard of Gr eyfriars 

Bobby 's sta tue in Edinburgh , from our 

Edinburgh reader , Mr. E. Th omson . A 

lovely picture of the sort which M , G. M. 

did so well in their heyday , A Bugs 

Bunny coloured cartoon was "Rabbit 

Tra nsit" in Technicolor , a nd a colo ur 

Sport Parade was "Dominion of Sport", 

And so an othe r te rm ended in th e 
Small Cinem a, 

( Another Art ic le in this set'ies next month. ) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

News of The Old boys' f>ook Clubs 
MIDLAND 

The weather was good for the ti.roe of the yea r when we 
assembled at our usual venue for the second meeting of i980 . Again the 
attendancEi was good. 

WEi began with a discussion on cigaret te cards as se veral 
mernbers had large collec tions . Several magazines had articles on the 
topic of la te, thus the upsurge of interes t . Bob Wareing who has a large 
collection ., said the 1930 cricket series did not fetch very good prices in 
the marke t . 

Our usual feature Annivers ar y Number and Coll ectors' item 
were on show. The Anniversary number was Magnet No. 107 , "The 
Cad of the Sixth 11, published 26th February, 1910 , and 70 ye ars to the 
day . The Collectors r Item was of unusual interes t - the famous No. 3A 
of t he Colllectors' Diges t warning would - be buyers of Magne t, Gems , 
etc . , not to send money on to advertisers as many people were being 
fleeced - sending money and getting nothing in return . Geoff Lardner 
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read out examples of cases , where one can only be amazed at such 

impuden t dishonesty . 
A discussion, which ranged from the subj ect of the much 

maligned "sub" writers t o Frank Richards reply to George Orwell in 
the magazine "Horizon" , brought along by Bob Wareing for members to 
see it, continued in a live ly manner for a long time . One point ra ised 
by Tom Porter was that bad it not been for the "subs" Rookwood , Cedar 
Creek , The Rio Kid , King of the Islands , etc e, would ver y likely have 
ne ver been wri tten because of the t ime factor . Members generally 
agreed Rookwood was held in high esteem by all Hamil t on fans . 

A game , which was invented by Gerr y Allison called " Loca ted at 
Greyfriars, Ken t " , was int rod uced by Tom Porte r . Members had t o 
make up words rela t ing t o Gre yfriars using only the le tt e r s us ed in the 
t it le ~ Geoff Lardner pr oduced 12 na1nes in 10 minut es , but Tom t old us 
tha t someone had produced 40 . 

Two readings were on the prog ra mme . The first by your 
corresponden t sh owed Bunter using his deadly skill as a borr ower , t he 
second by l van Webs t er showed Coker up t o his high handed anti cs and 
jawing Po tter and Greene to despera ti on. 

A numbe r of Holida y Annuals wer e sold to new membe rs at £4 
a copy and in excellent condition . 

Our next meeting is on Tuesda y , 25th March . 

JACK BELLFIEID - Correspondent . 

NORTHERN 

Meeting held : Saturday , 8th March , 1980 
Two officials were conspicuous by their absence that evening: 

our Treasurer / Librarian , Mollie Allison wbo was holida ying in 
Australia and our Reverend Secre t ary, Geoffre y Good who was at hom e 
nursing his sick wife (we hope Vera is soon bett er) . 

However , we were pleased t o welcome no less than three visit or s 
t o our mee t ing ~ Mr . Frank Sykes fr om Huddersfi eld and Eric and Ber yl 
Wafer from Newcastle , Aust ralia - st aying in England for a long 
holida y and spending the weekend with Darrell Swift . 

J ack All ison gave the financial report , showing tha t the Club had 
a healt hy bank balance . 
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Geoffrey Wilde then gave a humorous reading from Magnet 1143 . 
As we had visitors that even ing and we bad got through the formal 

business very quickly , we used the remaining time after refreshments 
(thanks t o Jack Allison and Keith Atkinson for their catering - not for 
getting Hatrry Barlow our official "biscuit secre tary "'. ) for a general 
discussion and chat - and we were pleased t o hear from Eric concerning 
his own collection In Aust.-ralia, and the friends he had made whilst in 
England . 

Outr next mee t ing will be on 12th April . 
Eric and Ber yl Wafer wish to say "thank you", through this 

report , for the friendships they have made and the welcome and 
hospitali ty they have received whilst in England . Ours is a fine hobby 
indeed . 

JOHNNY BULL MINOR 

CAMBRIDGE 

We 01et at the home of Bill Thurbon on Sunday, 2nd March . The 
Club was pleased to welcome Mr . Marriott and Mr . Groombridge , of 
Northampton , and also extremely glad that Mary Cadogan was able t o 
be presen t. 

Aft.er formal busines s Mike Rouse , Danny Posner and Bill 
Thurbon produced some collec t ors' items for the interest of the 
gathering . 

Mar y Cadogan gave a talk on the cent enar y of the Girls' Own 
Pape r, and the commemorati ve volume issued to celebra te this . She 
illustra te d this with a ta pe rec ording of an interview she had given on 
the Rad io 4 "P .M . " P rogramme . Mary amused and ent ertained the 
club with edi t orial advice given over the ye ars to girl correspondents , 
including some ma je stic r ebukes on iili ter acy~ She traced the G . O . P . 
over the ye ars to World War 2, and men ti oned the immortal "Wor ra l s'\ 
and the Guides collection of Sphagnum Moss for wound dressings during 
tha t peri od . 

Ja.ck Overbill t alked , interes t ingly as always , on Char les 
Hamilton . stressing how much he owed as a boy to Ham ilton's writing , 
but e:xpre:ssing his surprise at Hamilt on's reputed output . Speaking as 
an author and writer , as well as a teache r and writer of shorthand and 
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ty ping , Jack made some inter estin g ca lculations abo ut the time 

required to produce the number of word s attributed to Hamil to n. This 

thoughtful ta lk was an item that roused much interest and suggests a 

ne ed for further research . 
Aft e r tea , Bill Thurbon ta lked on Sexton Blake , making the point 

t hat t he long s er ies of Blake sto ri es, espe c iall y those in the "Union 

Ja ck" pro vided a socia l commentary over the years . He recalled a 

number of pre - 1914 Union Ja ck t itl es , t hat recall ed to Jack and him se lf 1 

memories of news items of their boyhood . 

Arrangeme nts were made for the next two meetings , which will 

be hel d on 3oth Marc h and 27th April to avoid clashing with E ast e r and 

May Holiday s . 

LONDON 

After Bill Bradfo rd bad thanked the members for electing him 

chairman for t he ensuing year , he st ate d tha t it was an hono ur and then 

c ond uc ted a very enJoyable meet ing . 
Anothe r interesting in sta lmen t of the Bill Gander - David Hobbs 

Transcona meeting was pla ye d throug h by Ray Hopkins . 

Bill Br adford spoke of hi s purc hase of some of the late Mr . 

F en ner 1 s Collection . When sorted out ,. there may be some books and 

pa pe rs for sale . 
Laurie Sutton , who had brought along a co uple of dus1 Jackets 

that will sur round the covers of his fort hcoming book and judging by 

t hese , the book will be a must for all hobbyists , read an extract from a 

Gem of 1915 which told about Figgins and Co . with the Lom ax famil y . 

Eric Lawrence ' s Quotations Qui z was easily won by Millicent 

Lyle , Roger Jenkins was in second place whil st Les Rowley , up from 

Penzance was in the th ir d place , A good result from t hree very 

distinguished Hamiltonians . 
"Four Footed Detectives" was the subjec t of a rea ding by Josie 

Packman and it was ta ken from a Union Jack magaz ine of 5th August , 

1922 . 
A rea ding by Winifr ed Mor ss from Godfrey Smi th's Sunday 

Times Feature , ent itled "The Fat Man" dealt with Sexton Blake , 

Ta r zan , Sherlock Holme s and Bunter , Greyfriars Sch ool , mentioned 

Wha rt on, Hur re e Jamst Ram Singh, Linley , Redwing and Vern on- Smi th . 
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The passage from George Orwell's essay on 'Bo ys' Weeklies ' was in the 
paragraphs read and it was an enjoyable item . 

Finally , Bill Bradford read out his art icl e on the Detective 
Weekly . 

The ladi es were suitably thanked for making the tea and thus 
another Walthamstow gathering end ed. 

Luncheon party at the Rembrandt Hotel on Sunday, 13th April. 

BENJAMIN WHITER 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Th& J)ostmGn Calle-d (Interesting items from the 
Editor's le tter- bag ) 

C tt A .ttL.h;~ CttU.ttCttlLL (Exet er): ln t be J.<"ebruary c . lJ . you put an 
edi t orial mote after Danny's Diar y saying "Maybe Bloome r was the Keegan 
of his day" . Th is was certainly so . He played from 1890 till 1906 and 
was an ins:ide r ight 1 known today as a "s trik er" c His c lubs were Derby 
County and :Middlesboroug h . He played 23 t imes for England and scored 
28 goals . 5 of them in one match against Wales in 1896 . In his career 
he scored 352 goals . a iigu.re only exceeded by 6 players in thi s country . 

MAURICE KUTNER (London): A slight correction please t o W. Lis ter's 
artic le :- Wil lla:ro Davies bawls his lungs out on T .V . in "It Ain 't Half 
Hot, Mum 11

• "Some Like it Hot" is associated with Marilyn Monroe , 
Tony Curtis and Jack Lemmon in t he film of th at name . I' ve always 
associa ted Tea in the Hall (Mr . Lofts) with an Edward ian period soup 
ki tche n for the poor . Study te as were homel y, cheerful and comfortable 
despi te t he occ as ional burn t toast and suspicious - looking sardine . Best 
wis hes t o you , all your con tribu t ors , the C .D . and the York Duplicating 
Services , on the occasion of the 400th issue . 

Mrs . MAFtY CADOGAN (Becke nham)! Mr . R . G. Arnold wrote to me 
after reading "Do You Belie ve in Fairies?" in the C .D . Annual. Like 
so many o!f us , he has memories of stories tha t still haunt him from 
childhood , but whose titles a re elusive . l wonder if any C .. D . reader 
can help h:im? At first I though t t he book in question might be one of 
E . Nesb it' s but it doesn 't quite seem to ta lly - unle ss of course 
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unconsciously over the years Mr . Arnold has revamped one of her 

stories . He says: 'When I was a child I read a story about some 

child ren, who found a magic carpet in the attic, and fl ew off to a strange 

land . Th e onl y safe ground was a bill co vered in gr een gr ass , with a 

Union Jack fly in g above it . When they left England on the ca r pet, in the 

beginning of the book , someone evil to r e off the label of the carpet and 

was a ble to follow them e That is a ll I can remember about it .' 

TOMMY KEEN (Tha mes Ditton): I sen se I am being slig htly reprimanded 

by Laurie Sutton for my error in attr ibuting Phyllis Howell of Cliff 

House to being a Pentelow character , (as I stated in the C .D. Annual 

1979) , but may I beg forgiveness, ha ving gleaned this information fr om 

Page 60 of the Charle s Hamilton Companion, VoL 2 - "Th e Greyfriars 

Characters;; . Sorr y~ 
Incidentall y, the Greyfriars tale in Magnet No. 837 (1924), 

"The White F e at her" , featured Bob Cherr y and Phylli s Howell . Am 

wondering now who wrote thi s story . Was this by G . R . Samways? 

( Jt was ! - Ed. ) 

J . E . M . (Br ighton) : A special 't hank you' for last month 's piece by 

R . Hibbert on Kabul. Witty , nostalgic , and beau t ifully written, it 

reca ll ed other memorable art icles by Mr . H. He appears t oo rarely . 

What abou t app lyin g the editorial goad? The delightful diary of a Small 

Cinema see m s to be nearing its cl ose . It will be sad ly mi ssed . Can't 

you foll ow it up with a ser ies of special memories of the cinema -

hig hli ghts of the 'golden age' of films , as it were? 

(We'll think about it when the ti me comes - Ed. ) 

B . JOHNSTON (Wirral): R . Hibbert must surely know that "Wolf of 

Kabul" was a "Wi zard" serial - unless I missed it in "Adventure" . 

J . P. FITZGERALD (Manchester): C .D . is st ill such wonderful value. 

Co ngratulations on th e imminen t 400th - and may you be around to edit 

the next 400 (and myself to read them) . 

Fr F. HERTZBERG (Wir r al ): Sherlock Holmes did indeed 'now and 

then' ha ve 't he as sistan ce of some boy s' ca ll ed The Baker -st Irregulars; 

'Th e Baker -st division of t he detective police force' ass isted Holmes in 
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The Study in Scarlet , The Sign of Four, The Crooked Man and The 
Disappear :ance of Lady Frances Carfax'; and he thought well of his 
street arahs: as he put it in the first mentioned story, 'Th ere' s more 
work to be got out of one of those little beggars than out of a dozen of 
the force. They go everywhere and bear everything.' 

R . HUNTE:R (Chilworth): I was interested to note the response (C .D. 
March) to my little bit about "A Cottage for Sale" and dear old Maur ic e 
Elwin (C .D . February) . Quite right , Mr . Keen. Th is tune was a 
"hi t' ' of 19130 - not 1928 . I stand corrected . I was glad t o know also 
that at le ast one other C . D . reader, Mr . Lowe , remembers Maurice 
E lwin with affection . After all this I take it as a matter of course that 
Mr , Keen, Mr . Lowe and indeed , all good C .D . readers, will have 
their ears glued ecs t at ically to their crystal sets every Wednesda y 
even ing at 8. 45 p¢ me (Radio 2 - sometimes V .H . F . ) for Alan Dell Is 
"The Dan ce Band days" 1 othe r.vise I shall never forgi ve them '· In case 
r.hi s shou ld be considered by the "intelligentia" amongst us to be "much 
ado about ·nothing" I can only sa y that our dea r, dea r Edi tor star ted it 
all in C .D . January . Go on., E r ic , you duck ~ 

~ * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * ~ t * * * * * * * * * * ~ * 
MERRY - GO- ROUND by Maurice Hall 

Recen tly I discove r ed a new role for F rank Richards, well at 
least new 1to our recorded lis1 of his various published works . 

Merry - Go- Round was a children's comic published by J.B . 
Allen of St.ret ford, Lanes . , and prin te d for him by Bibby & Baron Ltd . 
of London and Bur y , the first issue appeared on the 27th September , 
1949 . 

Wi1thin this gTeen and orang e covered comic on page 3, readers 
fortun at e t o have a copy , will find a picture story called 'Dick and Doris' , 
cr edi ted t o 'Fra nk Richards , Author of Billy and Bessie Bunter St ories' 
(changed 01n the third issue to 'Creator of Bill y and Bessie Bunter 
Stories') . The page was prin ted in two colours, crimson and deep red . 

Thie story line writt en by Richards, was a typical tale of two 
children who had lost their father and were now weeking him. Each 
week , for four weeks , Dick and Dori s bad a series of separate 
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adventures . Week one they helped an old widow find some money that had 

been hidden by her hu sb and before his death . Week two they assisted the 

police to catch a bank robber and afterwards get taken back to tea by the 

police In specto r . Week three they fall into trou bl e with a farmer when 

they trespass t hrough his meadow and end up saving his young son from 

drowning in a pond . The fourth and fina l week , they help to find a str ing 

of va luab le pearls and return them to their rightful owner . 

Curiou sly , no mention is made about the missing father in any of 

the episodes , the children Just seem to be wandering about the country 

si de without even asking anyone if they had news of their father , or 

headi ng for any particular destination . 

The four issues were consecutive from the 27th September , 1949 

and , as I understand it , cea sed publicati on with the copy dat ed 18th 

October , 1949 . The price of Me r ry- Go- Round wa s 2d. 1 in Jine with 

other similar comics of that t ime; ther e wer e 12 page s all co loured . 

If anyone turns up a copy of lVIerry- Go- Round , I should be 

delighted to see it , but I fear t hat most of the copi es finish ed up in 1 he 

dustb in , and t he Merr y- Go- Round after a short , sharp flight , wa s seen 

no more . 

• * * * * * • * ~ • * * • * * * • 
ECHO OF C .D . 1960 From Jim Cook 

When an old hobby friend died some 18 mon ths ago I ask ed his 

nephew who lives at Witne y to sa ve any of our hobby books ra ther than 

throw them out . Now after all that. time ago the nephew bas sent me 

thr ee of H. Baker 's reprin t s and in one , Harry Wharton ' s Rebellion , I 

found a little card with the following written on it: 

"Memo ry is the c ont inuity of li f e . So fa r from age ing us, it keeps us young . 

The re ar e , of course , espe cia lly in <il long life , pa inful r ecollect ions th 3t we 

might be gl ad to lose . But the ma n who ca n live his y outh over agai n i n 

memo ry wi ll never grow re a ll y old . 

When one re ac hes the a rmcha ir state of exbt enc e , pic tur es from the put take the 

edge off Father Time 's scythe , At 70 or 80, who would choowe to li ve who lly in 

the pr esent a nd never in the past? Who would like to be he a1•d saying "Oh dea r , 

oh dear , this rheumatism " , ra ther than "What a )Olly da y that was when I pulled 

up t o Sta ines in 1885! " 
~ ... 
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Ia IS keep ap to elate by all mam , and find wbat pleasure we can in INCOME 
TAX aadH. BOMBS and ATOMIC FAllOUf; but ifwewam:to live long, 
a .nd like it, let• keep os ~maria green." 

FRANK RICHARDS 
From C. D. May 19'0. 

I tlbink a reprint in the C .D. would be very appropriate since 
nothing ba1s changed to make DB disagree with Frank Richards' sentiments. 

And I'd like to add one of Sir Winston Churchill's sayings: "A 
nation tba1t forgets its past can expect no future". 

* * * * * * • * * * • * • • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
THa:JE THOMSON PAPEBS: ANOTHER VIEW by Tmy Glynn 

In recent iss-.Jes a! the C .D. ~ have had opin!ons on the Thomzon 
papers eXJpressed by JEM and E • H. Bolman , neither of whom praised 
them pa:rtiicularly highly . Mr. Holman remarked that bis experience of 
the Dundece papers was gained in fir.st ball of the nineteen-twenties and 
this, I tbiJllk, is signifi<;_ant. 

Both JEM and E • H. Holman declared that the AP papers 
were preforable to those from the Thomsm stable . &t there must be 
many of my generation, that is those who were about ten years old when 
the secoo<ll world war broke out, who will share my recollectim that, m 
the edge of that war. there was scarcely any cootest between the two 
sets of pu)t,licatims so far as popdarity was concerned: the Dundee 
papers won all the way. 

At my school, far instance , I was probably the mly youngster 
who read the ,.Magnet" regularly in 1939. I was encouraged to read it 
because m1y mother and her brothers read it in their young days and it 
wa.s cmsidered more wholesome than the Dundee papers. My memories 
of the last days of peace ue tied up with the excitement 1/ elt at the 
unfolding o(tbe Crocker series . I simply could not get to the newsagent ' s 
quickly enOQgh m Satwday mornings to collect my ''Magnet ":.-

Evten so, I 1emanber that the format of the 11Magnet11 already 
looked old-fasbimed aad the narrow cdumns of the single 1mg story 
which tools : up tbe whole IJIIPer p'Ve it a wry different aspect from the 
"Wizard''. "Advemuxe" .. '"'llotsplr" . ''Rover' and "Sdpper'. with their 
selections of short stories and numerous. actim-packed illustrations. 
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In my opinion , the great days of the Thomson papers were wit hout 

doubt the ninete en -t hi rties and nineteen-fort ies . I venture to suggest 

that, in tho se decades , they const itut ed a serio us cha ll enge to the AP 

papers . In tbe end, the y continued , at least for a t ime , after their AP 

riv al s had di sappea red . 
J EM and E . H . Holm an migh t have t rouble in recalling 

ch aracters from the Dunde e papers , but those who knew them in t he 

'thirt ies and 'forties, will remember names th ick and fast: the Wolf of 

Kabul and Chung , armed with his "clic ky- ba" , in the " Wizard "; Strang 

the T erribl e , "Adventure ' s" contribution to the Tarzan tr adition and 

"Morgyn the Mighty" , his counterpart in the "Rover"; Mustar d Smith , 

the Engli sh schoolmaster who battled the toughs of Nev., York City in his 

cap and gown in the "Skipper " and Solo Solomon , the cowboy who was 

somew hat misnamed , for he w<tS always ac-companied by hi s pals , Doc 

and Windy , in his explo its in the pages of the "Adventure" 

Such cha ract er s were well known to my schoolmates aroun d 1939 

and I suspect that very few knew my Grey fr iars friends , Whan on and 

Coo, Bunt er, Coker , Loder , Quelch, Prout and the rest . 

I realise that t he name of the late George Orw ell will dri ve many 

a Hami l tonian away from common reason , but I ask them to bear with 

me for a moment . In the essay in whic h Orwell upset so many who 

were de voted t o Hamilton's work , he com pared a passage from a 

"Wi zard" story abou t Lionh eart Logan ; the Mountie with a Hamilt .onian 

yarn . He points out that , in the Logan tale , there is a great deal of 

action in a short space . 
This , I believe , is a valid point . The Thomson tales were full 

of a cti on - even if much of Li was far - fetched . They were closer to the 

swift, visua l action of the cinema , which was a strong influ ence on the 

y oungsters of the 'thirties and a long way removed from the "Magnet" 

and "Ge m" et hos where , Orwell claimed , it was always about 1910 . 

Perhaps t he influenc e of the cinema can be seen in the faci that 

many Th omso n tales were set in the United States . Apart from the 

cowboys , there were cops and gangsters , trans plan ted Brit is h school 

masters like Mustard Smith and mischievous lads in the southern states , 

derived fro m Tom Sawyer and Huck F inn . 

There was a vitality about the Th omson tales whic h was all their 
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own . The authors were not afraid to bring in fairy -t ale elements, as in 
"Dr . Crusty' s Rollicking Rocker " in 1940, in which the action of th e 
rockers cif a school head's rocking - chair gives off a gas which has a 
marked eJfect on bis pe rsonality . In the same paper , the "Wizard", 
there was Dus ty Dan ; the dustman with a magic dustbin lid . In 19 41, 
the "Hots]Pur" had a western lawman whose star had mag ic properties, 
turning him into a crack shot. Later , the "Adventure" had a lawman , 
t rained in th e ju - ju magic of Africa . He used the spells of the dark 
continent against lawbreakers . 

Thomson science - fic tio n tended t o follow a stereotyped pat tern o 
Whole schools of boys were often kidnapped by invaders from space and 
t aken off t:o imaginary plane ts . Often , there were escapes from a 
doomed Ea rt h , as in the "Wizard 's " "Full Speed Ahead to the Worlds of 
Fear" andl "Th e Last Rocke t t o Venus" in the "Hotspur" . Tales of this 
ilk were obviousl y popular , however, the 11Quaterma ss" and "D r. Who" 
of that pre - at omi c age . 

The war put the Thomson papers into an interes t ing posi tion . 
So far as regu lar publications aimed at boys were concerned - that is 
discoun t ing comics - they were almos t alone in the field . "Magnet'' 
and "Gem" disappeared early . The only AP boys' paper that I can 
r ecall from those years was the "Champion" , with "Rock.fis t Rogan , 
RAF " as its star attraction , although I believe it absorbed "Fireworks 
Flynn" fr om its defu nct stable -mate "T r iumph" . 

Many an adult today must have memories of the variety of 
wartime tales in the Thomson papers mingled with his childhood 
recoll ections of Spam , ITMA and the stifl ing rubbery smell inside a 
gas - mask . The war , of course, br ought forth the gr eatest Thomson 
block - bus f;er of all: Wilson , the athlete who defied Fa th er Time who 
fi rst appeared in t he "Wi zard " in 1943 and who is now almost part of 
folk- lore . 

The Thomson papers migh t be neglected in the pages of the CD, 
but they a1re certainly part of the li ves of many of us . Perhaps t hey are 
far more Important in the histor y of boys' pap ers than those t ied wholly 
t o the AP t radi ti on think . 

In t he 1959 Annual , Roger Jenkins asked why the "Magnet" and 
"Gem" ceased so abruptly in 1940 , in the middle of a series and 
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adve rti sing the next week's story . He pointed out that no other AP 

publication ended in quite the same way and did not seem to be sa ti sfied 

that the paper shortage was the whole answer. 

Might it not be that these papers had alread y had their day so far 

as popular appeal went? Certainly, if they depended on my schoolmates 

for sales, they would have had a thin time. The Thomson papers 

certain ly held sway in the frankly pro let arian circles of the nort h- west 

wherein I moved. 
Could it be that the circulat ion figures of the Ham ilt on papers 

at that period would reveal the truth: th at the challenge from Dundee 

was too strong and th e war gave the AP its chance to shed itself of 

"Magnet" and "Ge m", which, in many minds, were thought of as part of 

the English way of li fe? 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
THE CAPTAIN by J . W. Doupe 

When I wrote last year on the centena r y of the appearance of the 

first copy of the Boys' Own Paper, I realised that although the C .D. 

Annual would still be go ing stro ng , it would be unlikely that I should be 

around to comp il e a similar article about the Captain who centenary 

fall s due in April 1999. Nevertheless it s eig htyth birthday was in 

April of this year and perhap s a few words about it would not be 

inappropriate . 
It was the first s ixpenn y monthly magazine for boys and was 

published by George Newnes under the editoria l leadership of R. S. 

Warren Bell, who wrot e man y st ories for it featuring Greyhouse School. 

In my opinion it is probabl y the best of all the upper echelon of 

boys' magazines and this for a number of reasons which ca n be divided 

into two groups . The first is purel y physical. The size of 9~'' x 7" 

was admirable, being lar ge enough to provide plen ty of room for solid 

reading matter and also profuse illu st ration s . It was bound into six

mont hly volumes which were not too large for the average bookshelf and 

moreover could be easil y handled. Their weight was not too great so 

as to put an unendurable strain upon the hin ges . Finally the paper was 

a goo d quality one and the type face used was cle ar. The second 

consideration is the exce ll ence of the material fare provided. It started 
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like ChumB with an historical adventure story by the same author, 
D. H. Parry called The King's Red Coat and maintained a high standard 
with contrilbutions such as The Black General by John Buchan, The 
Lost Island by Captain Charles Gilson and many others. Its school 
stories were of a very high calibre, including most of the early P. G. 
Wodehouse stories and masterpieces from Gunby Hadath and Hylton 
Cleaver . 

Many of its pages were devoted to sport and its first athletics 
editor was C . B . Fry. He was succeeded by Pelham Warner and other 
cricketing contributors were W. G. Grace and Jack Hobbs. Rowing was 
another sport which received active support and a cup for school coxed
fours was presented by th e paper and contended for at the East Moseley 
Rega tta . 

It is with regret that I must confess that I am unable t o claim 
that I read t he magazine during my yout h although as I was 13 in 1924 
when it ce:ased publication , it must st ill have been on the bookstalls 
when I waB devouring the Boy's Own Pape1·. It would have been beyond 
my means to have purbhased it also 1 as that publication absorbed every 
penny of my pocke t money o So t he first part of the sub - heading, "A 
Magazine for Boys and Old Boys" does not apply t o me , but , I think that 
I may justl y come within the orbit of the second part. I was introduced 
to it first by my old fr iend, Norman Shaw and it came about in this wise. 
I had been making a study of the works of Herbert Strang and had been 
quite unable to find anywhere a copy of "The Old Man of the Mountain" 
and during~ this period Norman bad been endea vouring to awaken my 
interest in the Capt ain but I had ignored his repeated claims of its 
excellence . Finally he persuad ed me to buy Volume 31 which contains 
this story as a serial. It so happened tha t th is was just prior t o my 
going on holiday and as some thing t o read, I included this volume in my 
baggage. I found it entrancing and during a fortnight, I read it almost 
from cover t o cover . When I returned , I had resolved to acquire the 
complete set of 50 volumes if that was humanly possible, with a 
preferenc,s for publishers bindings . A call at Mr . Shawis emporium 
provided a good few numbers, but it was some five years before I 
obtained tlhe final volume, No. 39 . Only three are in non-uniform 
coats . They are a delight to the eye and a source of perpetual interest 
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to the reader. It was aimed almost exclusively at the Public Schoolboy 
and its circulation was therefore limited. After the 1914-18 war, it was 
unable to compete with rising costs and a falling advertising revenue 
and finally ceased publication in March 1924. It did not have the capacity 
to adapt itself to altering circumstances like the B. 0. P. and having 
followed that publication to its demise, I cannot say that The Captain was 
wrong. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: pre-1946 Boys' Papers, comics, comic annuals, bound volumes, Picture Post, 

War Illustrated 1914-1919. 

MALLETT 24 BATCHELORS BARN ROAD, ANDOVER, HAMPSHIRE. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Can anybody help me witb a copy oi WiLLiAM Ti-ff: LAWLESS by Richmal Crompton? l 
have pre-war Will iam books with dust jackets for sale or exchange. 

DARRELL SWIFT , 22 WOODNOOK CLOSE, LEEDS, 1$16 6PQ. 

* * * * * • * * • * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DEAR PRINCESS SNOWEE -

Dear Princess Snowee, 
I have long been an interested reader of your doings, and now 

ventur e to set paw to paper to acquaint you with myself. My name is 
Webster Horrible Hunt and I am a Pedigree Silver Tabby Persian (I can 
lick any dog in the road). I do so agree with you about sitting on things, 
personally, I never recognise anything as belonging to the house until it 
has been thoroughly sat upon. The other day that minister fellow brought 
some picture papers ca lled 'Ra inbow ' which had a most satisfactory 
texture and just fitted my elega nt form - I still cannot see why she was so 
annoyed . I then moved to the sideboard and sat on a reference she had 
just written - more trouble, honestly I sometimes wonder if it is worth 
while tr ying to civilise these poor creatures. At the moment I am 
engaged in sitting on a new Japanese stereo turntable which he has just 
set up in the living room. It is not what you would call comfortable mind, 
and my hind legs keep slipping off, but after all it is the principle of the 
thing which matters isn't it? 

Yours very s incerely, 
WEBSTER H . HUNT 
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